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1988 - 2013  
Meadowhead’s 25th Anniversary 

 
1988 was an interesting year for many reasons; the world was changing rapidly and a 
programme of economic restructuring - called perestroika - began in the Soviet Union.  The 
Winter Olympics were held in Calgary, Canada, and George W Bush beat Dukakis to 
become President of the United States.  This year saw the Netherlands defeat the Soviet 
Union 2-0 in Euro 88 and the film 'The Last Emperor' won 9 Oscars. 
 
Although Roy Orbison died in this year, several famous singers were born including 
Rihanna, Adele and Jessie J.  Rupert Grint (who was to become famous playing 
Ron Weasley in all the Harry Potter films), and Princess Beatrice were also born in this 
year. 
 
Comic Relief started up and we had the very first Red Nose Day.  We watched 'Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles' on the TV ("cowabunga dudes") and cheered for the popular group of 
the day who were called 'Bros'. 
 
Also in this momentous year MEADOWHEAD SCHOOL opened! 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Our school was formed in 1988 from the amalgamation of two local schools - Jordanthorpe 
and Rowlinson.  The Headteacher was Mr Cook and the 'new' school started its journey on 
the old split site of what had been Jordanthorpe. 
 
Over the last 25 years the school has continued to grow, flourish and prosper and we are 
now ready to celebrate our Silver Anniversary in some style. 
 
This summer will see quite a few activities taking place to mark our birthday including a 
Charity Walk a Quiz, a Hog Roast and an Open Day Event.  We will be sending you details 
of these activities after Easter and hope you will come along and join us. 
 
We are all looking forward to a special celebration of a very special school. 
 
Ms James 
Headteacher  

(Continued from front page) 

Do You Remember? 
 

Over the past 25 years, since 1988, there have been over 10,000 students who have 
attended Meadowhead School and over 300 members of staff who have worked there. 
 
Here are a few of names of some staff that you may remember. 

Have  you a special memory to share? 
 

Apologies if we have missed off your favourite teacher but if you have a special memory to 
share of some one, or an event you participated in or remember, please send details of it 

into school.   
We are going to have a special exhibition of photographs, mementos and memories and 

these will be on display at our Special 25 Year Anniversary Open Day in July. 
 

Please email your memory to: enquiries@meadowhead.sheffield.sch.uk  
or send it through the post to: Mrs Bowker at Meadowhead School. 

Mr Cook—Headteacher 
Mr Marsden—Deputy Head 
Mr Swinn—Deputy Head 
Mrs Gallagher—Deputy Head 
Mrs Benham—Maths 
Miss Richardson—Maths 
Mr Howes—English 
Mrs Newman—Music 
Mrs Dobson—Languages 
Mrs Vincent—Humanities 

Mr Barrott—Humanities 
Mrs Holland—Humanities 
Mrs Brown—Languages 
Mrs Priestly—Maths 
Mrs Nicholls—Maths 
Mrs Capewell—Languages 
Mr & Mrs Laybourne—AD&T 
Mr Clubley—Science 
Miss Hutchins / 
Mrs Clubley—Drama 

Mrs Shirt—Reception, South  
Mrs Lord—Home Economics 
Miss Cameron—PE 
Mrs Fraser—Careers 
Mr Mintoft—Science 
Mr Stockdale—ICT 
Mr Harper—Geography 
Mrs Holmes—Ceramics 
Mr Trott—Art 
Mr Stocks—English 
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S Fowler 
(ex Rowlinson) 

1978 

D Christie 
(ex Jordanthorpe) 

1983 

M Robson 
(ex Jordanthorpe) 

1986 

J Goodrum 
(ex Rowlinson) 

1979 

M Jones 
(ex Jordanthorpe) 

1984 

A Cousins  
(ex Rowlinson) 

1986 

M Milton 
(ex Rowlinson) 

1987 

J Bowker 
(ex Jordanthorpe) 

1975 

M Oldale 
(ex Jordanthorpe) 

1972 

Still Here After 25 Years 
 

The following members of staff are still teaching at Meadowhead School 



4 

 

 

Forty four Year 9 Meadowhead students 
sailed from Hull to Zeebruge, Belgium on 
Friday 15th February 2013; their objective 
was to travel to the battle sites that remain 
a compelling testament to some of the 
bloodiest and most ferocious fighting 
undertaken in the Great War, and to see for 
themselves how British and German men 
and boys did not make the journey home 
and still lie in their hundreds of thousands 
under the fields of Flanders. 
 
The first stop on the Meadowhead students‘ 
itinerary was The German Military 
Cemetery was at Langemarck where 
44,294 German soldiers lie buried in a 
mass grave no bigger than a tennis court. 
Most of them were students with limited 
military training who marched towards the 
British defences singing patriotic songs. 
They were mown down by the highly 
trained regular soldiers of the British 
Expeditionary Force. One Meadowhead 
student remarked that she wouldn‘t look at 
a tennis court again in the same way she 
had before. 

The Meadowhead students boarded their 
coach and travelled the short distance 
across the Flanders plains to their next 
destination. The Essex Farm Military 
Cemetery contains the grave of a British 
soldier, Rifleman Valentine Joe Strudwick. 
The students spent a long time over this 
grave. The soldier was only15 years old.  

 
Onwards to the Yorkshire Trench, 
reconstructed from the original remains of a 
British defence trench that would have 
looked outwards over No Man‘s land at the 
advancing German battalions. The trench 
would have been manned by the 49th 
Yorkshire West Ridng Batallion. Another 
student wondered if his great grandfather 
had walked over the same duck boards 
beneath his feet 98 years ago. 
 
The students then travelled into Ypres or 
Leper as it is known by its Flemish 
inhabitants, and gazed upon the truly 
magnificent edifice known as the Menin 
Gate. It is not so much a gate as a towering 
white marbled glass roofed structure that 
stands imperturbable as the Belgium traffic 
roars through it. The Gate‘s walls are 
carved with the names of British soldiers 
and troops of what was then known as the 
British Empire. A student enquired of our 
guide, ―what do all these names 
represent?‖ ―The names of soldiers who 
have died in the battles of the Ypres 

Belgium Battlefields 
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Salient‖ came the reply. ―Where are they 
buried?‖ ―Their bodies have never been 
found. They lie somewhere out there, along 
the Menin Road and beyond‖ said our 
guide pointing through the Gate towards 
Hell Fire Corner . ―How many names are on 
these walls?‖ asked the same student.  
―Ninety thousand‖.    
 
The Memorial Museum in Passchendaele 
in the Zonnebeke Chateau contains a 
pictorial and written history of what it was 
like for the soldiers who had lived, fought, 
and died in the area of the Ypres Salient 
between 1914 and 1917. Our students 
were able to inspect the various uniforms 
worn by the respective armies who did 
battle during the long campaign, British, 
German and Belgian, view the armaments 
used during the conflict and even smell the 
distinct odours of the poison gases 
employed by both armies as they attempted 
to gain minuscule metres of territory in their 
often vain efforts to win back some bit of 
ground that they had lost perhaps no more 
than twenty four hours before. 

Once more on the coach, and a decision 
had already been made that the 
Meadowhead students would show their 
respect at their final destination of Tyne Cot 
Cemetery, by laying a wreath of poppies at 
the largest cemetery in the world containing 
the remains of   British and Empire troops 
who had sacrificed their lives in the three 
year period that constituted the battles of 
the Ypres Salient.  
 
Some students volunteered inscriptions to 
be placed on the wreath as a sign of 
respect to the fallen soldiers. One was 
chosen. After the short wreath placing 
ceremony, impeccably observed by all of 
the Meadowhead party, the students 
attended the Visitor Centre in the cemetery 
and read the hand written letters of mothers 
to their sons enquiring after their wellbeing 
and how much they were being missed at 
home. Tears were shed by some students 
as they realised that none of these boys 
were ever returning to their homes. All the 
while the photographs of these young men 
were displayed on the back wall of the 
centre each one fading into another as their 
name and regiment was read out only to be 
replaced by yet another photograph, 
another name and another regiment. 
 
The Meadowhead students left the 
Cemetery and returned to their ship in 
Zeebruge in preparation for the return 
journey home. The coach journey was 
unlike most coaches that contain forty four 
Year Nine students. It was strangely quiet. 
The ship docked in Hull on Sunday 17th 
February at 7.30am. By midday all the 
students were safely being welcomed home 
by their loved ones inside the car park at 
Meadowhead School.    
 
All agreed that this trip was an experience 
unlike any other, and that it would stay in 
their minds for a very, very long time to 
come.   
 
Mr McKeown    
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German  
Christmas Markets  

2012 
 
In December, 25 Y7 and Y8 pupils enjoyed a weekend visit to see the Christmas Markets in 
Aachen and Cologne in northern Germany.  
After a nightmare journey, approximately 18 hours to get to Aachen, including the roughest 
ferry crossing ever and numerous traffic jams, we didn‘t get to the Cologne Youth Hostel 
until midnight Friday night!  
In Aachen pupils got to visit important monuments such as Charlemagne‘s cathedral and 
the Rathaus (town hall) and to spend the afternoon perusing the stalls at the wonderful 
Christmas market, sampling German food such as Bratwurst or Prinzen (the local Aachen 
gingerbread), and buying handcrafted made Christmas decorations, toys and sweets.  
The next day, in Cologne, pupils spent time buying gifts and food at the markets, climbing 
the tower of the cathedral and sampling German culture. After more time at two different 
Christmas markets, we then explored the delights of the Lindt chocolate museum and 
factory, proven to be a firm favourite with everyone! 
Our pupils‘ behaviour, attitudes and enthusiasm was outstanding, especially given the 
circumstances and I would also like to thank Manu and Sonja for their amazing 
contributions in making this trip such a success. 
 
Mrs Greaves 
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On a cold February morning, why else 
would you come to school at 2.30 in the 
morning?  To go to Berlin, of course!  There 
we were, Mr Ferrigon, 17 students and I, 
ready to get our bus to Liverpool airport to 
catch our flight to Berlin. 
 
This was an intensive language course 
which incorporated the major sights and 
historical tour of this incredible and 
fascinating city.  There were five ‗A‘ level 
students and 12 GCSE pupils who worked 
on their speaking skills in their nine hours of 
tuition.  The lessons were tailor made to 
help students with the topics they are to 
cover in their speaking tests, and they were 
all in German!  The ‗A‘ level lessons were 
particularly challenging as they covered 
such topics as Stem Cell Research, 
Abortion, the Environment and Animal 
Experimentation, and they weren‘t allowed 
to say a word in English!   
 
All students learned a great deal and they 
felt the language experience helped to build 
their confidence, and gave them practical 
skills for the future.  They coped with the 
challenge admirably and enjoyed the 
linguistic benefits immensely. 
As well as the tuition, we also managed to 
fit in some sightseeing of Germany‘s 
capital, including the Reichstag, the Berlin 

Cathedral, the Brandenburg Gate, the 
futuristic Potsdamer Platz,  a visit up to the 
top of the TV tower and the Wall Museum.  
We tried to get a flavour of the amazing 
history of the city by doing a bus tour, but 
there wasn‘t the time to explore all its 153 
museums or 50 theatres, but we did have 
meals in two wonderful restaurants in the 
very centre of the city.  We also had to try 
out a Currywurst! 
 
It was a very tiring, brief trip and we arrived 
back at school four days later complete with 
lots of photos, laughs and silly stories.  
Another wonderful Meadowhead trip and, 
yet again, our students were fabulous 
ambassadors for the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quotes from students about the trip: 
 
―We learned a lot‖ - Rachel Green 
 
―it was really useful‖ - Thomas Brookes 
 
―I want to live in Berlin‖ - Sophie Wigfall 

Mrs Smith 

Berlin 2013 
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Castleton Residential — Year 11 Spanish 
 
On the 8th February, Mrs Bramall, Mrs Cardall, Mrs Greaves and Manu the Spanish 
Assistant took 20 Y11 students to Castleton on an Intensive Spanish Revision trip.  We left 
school at 3.30pm on Friday and arrived at Castleton, where we checked into our rooms and 
started revising!  A programme of revision was created to ensure pupils were able to 
participate in Listening, Reading and Speaking practice.   It came at an ideal time, with the 
Y11 Speaking exams starting mid-March. 
Pupils were divided into groups for Higher and Foundation and were assisted in exam 
technique and personalised revision.  The students really enjoyed the trip and said that it 
was very useful in helping them to best prepare for their exams.  Over the course of the 
weekend, we completed several past papers, speaking questions and presentations.    
The students on the trip were a credit to themselves, the school and their families.   
Well done! 
 

Mrs Bramall 

―A‖ Level Results 
Better than National Averages 

 
The Department for Education produced their first report for Meadowhead School as an A 
level centre in February this year based on the 2012 results. We were delighted with the 
news that students make better progress at Meadowhead School compared to students 
nationally. This is a clear message from the Department of Education that our sixth form is 
successful and will continue to grow as GCSE results keep improving at the school. 
We are also delighted to announce that more local and national businesses are now 
investing their time and energy in the school as a result of this continuing improvement, and 
are looking for able 18 year olds to employ. 
Rolls- Royce (the second largest aircraft engine manufacturer in the world) is one of these 
companies. They have decided to invest in manufacturing in Sheffield and have also 
decided to invest in Meadowhead School and have now joined the Meadowhead 
Community Learning Trust. They, like us, are expanding and are looking for highly skilled 
students in a whole range of areas. Zoe Leech-Leeson one of our Y13 students (who will be 
studying  Mechanical Engineering at University in September) conducted a tour of the 
school and Nicola Swaney (Education Manager) from Rolls-Royce commented on how 
orderly and well run the school was, and how innovative and exciting the lessons were. 
We are now planning to broaden our curriculum content even further in the future so that 

more students are able to take up successful A level courses. 

Mr Eastwood 
Deputy Headteacher 
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Meg Munn MP 
(ex Rowlinson / Meadowhead Pupil) 

 
On Friday 23rd November Meg Munn, the local MP for our area, came into our Ethics class 
to talk about what she does, and we got to ask her questions about her life and her 
opinions.  
Her family were involved in politics, so she grew up in a political environment. She started 
out as a councillor in the local area. She has been in politics for 20 years, having joined the 
Labour party when she was 15 years old, the same age as us!  She told us that she has to 
work long hours especially Monday to Thursday when she is in London.  Then on Friday 
she visits local places in Sheffield like schools and supermarkets, and is also in her surgery 
to meet people who have problems. She will take their issues to London to see if the 
government can do anything about them. She enjoys the feeling of solving problems 
because she feels like she has helped to serve people.  
Meg Munn said she wouldn‘t go into the jungle like Nadine Dorries. She feels Nadine has 
been silly in this decision, because she sometimes says things too honestly so she gets 
herself in trouble with the press.  
As a class we then discussed with our MP some issues that will be coming up in our ethics 
lessons. Meg Nunn does not really believe in euthanasia, because vulnerable people may 
be taken advantage of. Also she does not think it is right to legalise cannabis, because she 
thinks people would move onto harder drugs.     
All in all, it was interesting to meet a real live MP, and good of her to share her views and 
her lifestyle with us. 
 
William Butcher  Y10 

Meg Nunn with Romaine Joel and Lucy 
Mellor 

Congratulations to Carly Royles, Y7, whose 
documentary film about politics impressed 
Meg Munn 

Red Nose Day 
We‘ve raised £ 720 

so far for Comic Relief 
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Meadowhead‘s creative writers have had a very successful 
spring term. We have been working with renowned local 
charity Art in the Park and taking part in their Transitions 
Project. This project connects school students and older 
residents through the medium of creative writing. Students 
from the Creative Writing Group have been to Lowedges 
Sheltered Housing and twelve students in Year Nine have 
been to White Willows Housing Scheme. The sessions were 
led by professional writers and the students and older 
people thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  
 
Everyone a Writer competition 
 
2013 also saw the launch of Meadowhead Community Learning Trust‘s first Everyone a 
Writer competition. Students, teachers and members of the local community could enter 
writing on three topics; Our Sheffield, Childhood Memories and Poetry for Performance. We 
have received over four hundred entries, including over sixty from members of the 
community. Students at Abbey Lane Primary School and Norton Free have also taken part. 
We are currently putting together an anthology for publication in the summer and preparing 
for our celebration and launch evening on Thursday 9th May.  
 
As a sneak preview, here are five entries all about Graves Park: 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Creative Writing News:  

The fluffy white snow was slowly falling, 
covering all that stood in its way. There was 
already a fine layer of snow as far as the 
eye can see, whilst happy children gleefully 
were shouting far off in the distance. Only 
the occasional brave person crossed my 
path and they were wearing so many layers 
of clothing that they could only waddle from 
side to side like lost penguins. My dog was 
cautiously sniffing at the snow thinking that 
it could be a potential predator. After seeing 
that the snow was harmless he bounded 
into the middle of the glistening field and 
started to guzzle as much snow as he could 
and roll around before I could stop him. I 
then realised that I was surrounded by an 
army of silent trees with no wind to sway 
their lifeless branches.  
 
Liam Reynolds 8G (extract) 

I could see the cold in everybody‘s eyes, 
their noses were as red as a strawberry and 
their hands as cold as ice. I could smell the 
cold wisping through the air and I could 
smell tomato soup that a family of four were 
drinking through a flask, keeping as warm 
as possible. 
The trees were covered in a blanket of snow 
twinkling in the morning sun. The hills were 
as white like somebody had put a huge 
snuggly white blanket over them. 
My hands were as red as blood, some parts 

were blue as if I had smothered a coat of 

paint over them. My feet were numb; as cold 

as can be.  

Ellie Johnson 8G (extract)  
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Get involved – Creative Writing Club meets 
on Thursdays after school in E04.  
 
Mr Sheppard  

I walk into the park wrapped up in toasty 
warm, winter clothes. I begin pulling my 
long, black sleigh across the large, white 
field. I look around with a big smile going 
from ear to ear and begin to walk through 
the thick, glistening blanket of snow. Half 
way up the long, shiny hill, I am out of 
breath, though I am only young. I turn my 
head left, and look at my brother who is 
telling me that it is not much further to walk. 
My brother is almost two years older than 
me. I then look to my right where my Dad is. 
I hold onto my Dad‘s hand and I am almost 
letting him pull me up the never ending strip 
of snow. Finally we get to the top of what 
feels to me like Mount Everest. My face 
brightens up when I take a long gaze at the 
sparkling, white hill of untouched snow. I 
leap into my sleigh and off I go whizzing 
down the steep hill like a rocket. After a 
long, exciting day, we all walk home and sit 
down, each with a warm mug of hot 
chocolate. 
 
Dominic Brooks 9I 

When I am in the woods I close my eyes 
and this is why it‘s my favourite place. I hear 
the tiny pitter patter of squirrels‘ feet, 
collecting nuts to fill their hungry tummies. 
Blackbirds calling to their babies….. 
  
Majestic daffodils, lifting up their trumpets to 
get more warmth from the sun. The tinkling 
tops of the bluebells swaying in the breeze. 
As I walk further into the woods it begins to 
rain cats and dogs. The mud is squelching 
beneath my boots. The gurgling of water, 
pouring over the rocks like an everlasting 
waterfall. The rain stops and the sun comes 
out shining its dappled sunlight through the 
branches. 
  
The foxes come out to play. They stick out 
their twitching wet noses sniffing the air for 
danger. The crickets are calling and clicking 
to each other. I approach my favourite tree 
and stroke its elegant bark. This is the place 
I love most about the wood. 
 
Daniel Mitchell, 5K Abbey Lane Primary 

 
Without a doubt, it‘s wonderful 

Even in the dark 
There‘s no denying the greatness 

That we know as Graves Park 
  

People casually playing tennis 
Laughing in the park 

The sound of the beautiful robin‘s songs 
And the dogs beginning to bark 

  
Sun shining bright, rain blasting down, 

The park sheeted in snow 
The weather‘s unpredictable 
What next we‘ll never know 

  
Golfers teeing up their shots 

Taking practise swings 
People of all ages admiring 

The happiness Graves Park brings 
  

Runners jogging in early hours 
Drenched in morning sweat 

The city stretching over the horizon 
It‘s the best view you can get. 

  
Children in the new playground 

Taking turns on the zip wire 
They get better and better and better 

As you climb higher and higher. 
  

Without a doubt, it‘s wonderful 
Even in the dark 

There‘s no denying the greatness 
That we know as Graves Park. 

 
Joseph Newman-Billington 8D 
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Do you know what your child is accessing? 
This article was published in The Sheffield Star by Jo Davis 

 
Parents are being urged to snoop on their 
kids‘ emails, Facebook pages and phone 
texts in the name of safety. 
And, predictably, the kids are united in revolt. 
Ignore them. Forget worrying about inciting 
the wrath of our precocious offspring and 
take back the control we should never have 
given up. 
It‘s for their own good. 
When we gave them mobile phones, laptops 
and wifi passwords we handed over too 
much power and freedom in an uncharted 
new world. 
We physically enabled them to communicate 
with God knows who and if made them think they were grown up enough to make 
judgements on what could harm them and what couldn‘t. 
I totally agree the government‘s new childhood guru Claire Perry; it is bizarre that parents 
feel it‘s wrong to encroach on their kids‘ Internet and mobile exchanges. 
It‘s not like reading their diaries; those daily entries are meant for no one else. We‘re talking 
about unsupervised communication they have with people we may not know, like or trust. 
If your child was hanging around street corners with someone you thought was a bad 
influence or a menace, you‘d swiftly put a stop to it. Just like your parents did. 
You need to ensure the friends they hang out with via the Internet or their mobiles are the 
right sort, too. 
And remember this; it‘s highly likely you‘re paying for that phone - and every explicit sext 
they might be sending. 

Meadowhead School did a survey with Year 7 -11 students and some of the results 
are quite staggering: 
 
100% of students have access to the internet outside school 
 
76% of students use the internet everyday 
 
59% of students use the internet in their bedroom 
 
71% of students use Facebook. (68% of Y7&8 students use Facebook even though they 
are not old enough) 
 
83% of students use their mobile phone for social networking 
 
30% of students have had contact with more than 30 people they have not met 
 
29% of students have sent a picture of themselves to someone over the internet or via their 
mobile 
 
36% of student have come across information that has made them feel uncomfortable and 
said their parents would not want them to see it 
 
33% of students have been unkind to others over the internet 
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Worldwise Geography Quiz 

 
On a cool Tuesday evening last November 3 students, Harry Fitzpatrick Y8 Aiden Priestley 
and Alex Clayton Y9 adventured into the depths of Broomhill to do battle in the 
Geographical Association Worldwise Quiz. The annual event was being held at King 
Edward VII School and Meadowhead entered a team for the first time. Eight schools took 
part—King Edward Birkdale, Meadowhead, Tapton, High Storrs, Silverdale, Newfield and 
King Ecgbert. 
 
The draw was made, and the opener for the boys was a general Geography head to head, 
timed round against Newfield.  Newfield won the toss and decided to go second leaving our 
team to set the target which we did finishing the round strongly.  
 
Round 2 was ‗Guess the Image‘. Here every 30 seconds a section of an image of a UK 
landmark is revealed.  
 
Rounds 3 and 4 were the Fieldwork Techniques and map skill rounds.  Despite having 
never taken part in fieldwork in the field, and only ever taken an intense starter course in 
maps in Year 7 the team rallied and joint top scored in both rounds to move into 3rd overall 
with one round left. 
 
The final round was the most intense. Each individual in each team was asked 3 
geographical A-Z questions and they were not allowed to confer. The heat was on but our 
team finished strongly under intense pressure of the on looking crowd with Alex, Harry and 
Aiden all contributing exceptional scores. In the end our team won the last round to leave 
Meadowhead placed 3rd overall. This was a tremendous achievement for our students who 
were competing against students from Year 10 in some of the other teams. Our students 
showed remarkable intelligence and understanding of the world around them along with 
perseverance and resilience and were a credit to themselves, the Geography department 
and Meadowhead School. 
 
Final rankings: 
 

1st  Newfield 
2nd Birkdale 
3rd  Meadowhead 

 
Well done boys,  
a fantastic achievement! 
 
Mr Needham & Ms Cooke 

Sainsbury’s Vouchers 
 
We are collecting Sainsbury‘s Active Kids 
vouchers to exchange for sports equipment.  
Please hand vouchers to the  Student Reception 
office. 
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Next Generation BTEC Science 
 
This year the science department has enrolled 200 Y10 & Y11 students on the next 
generation BTEC Principles of Applied Science course. This is an exciting development 
which offers students an alternative to the GCSE route already available. In BTEC Science 
students share their time between the laboratory and the computer suite in the LRC.  
Mr. Barnett (our lead internal verifier) and Mr. Mason (heading up BTEC science) are 
currently planning for a 100% pass rate for Y11 this summer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are some comments from our BTEC students: 
 
―We are told frequently what we need to improve on.‖ 
―I‘m getting a PASS and sometimes a MERIT, I might not have done as well at GCSE.‖ 
―The powerpoints the teachers have made are well designed, helpful and useful links are 
given.‖  
―I enjoyed learning about the reactivity of elements in group 1 and 7 in the periodic table.‖ 
―The teachers are really helpful and supportive.‖ 
―I know what work I have done because everything is organised in computer files.‖ 
―I have enjoyed this unit as I have been focussed, and got a lot of support from my 
teachers.‖ 
―I enjoyed researching the chemicals we use and the practical that my teachers had 
planned for us.‖ 
―I have learnt some new things and enjoyed the lessons.‖ 
―I really enjoy all of the science BTEC.‖ 
―I like that you can catch up or get ahead by coming after school on Wednesdays or using 
the MLP.‖ 
―Before BTEC I struggled a lot with aspects of science and moving into BTEC has broken 
down all 3 sciences to make it manageable for me.‖ 
 ―I like doing assignments which splits up our work instead of piling on the strain of another 
exam.‖ 
 



15 

 

 

Culture Lab - Working with Wonderful Things 
 
On Tuesday 15th of January, 12 Y7 students took part in an after school workshop about 
objects and display with Sheuran Tan from Museums Sheffield. 
They enjoyed the opportunity to handle and discuss a wide range of objects from the 
Museum collection. They also learnt how careful labelling and accuracy of information can 
improve the knowledge and experience of a visitor to a Museum. 
The students offered fantastic ideas and enthusiastically created imaginative displays of 
personal objects they brought  in for the work shop.  Weston Park Museum contains many  
dynamic collections and it was great to get an insight into their work. 
Thank you to all the students who took part: Leon Ball, William Goddard, Amber Hitchen, 
Sam Johnson, Connor O‘Byrne, Abigail Suter, Emily Walsh, Sam Whitehouse, Katie 
Whitham, Anna Williamson, Harry Vernon, Daisy Tudor. 
 
Mr  Robson  
Art and Design 

Student Elections – the results are in! 
 
The ballots have been taken, the votes have been counted, and the results of the first ever 
Meadowhead Post 16 Student Elections are in! We had several very strong candidates who 
wanted to take this opportunity to have a real say in the running of the school, representing 
the views of over 150 sixth form students. Not only is this a chance for students to shape 
the future of our sixth form and of the entire school, but it also gives them a chance to 
develop their leadership and communication skills (and it looks great on the UCAS 
application!). 

 
Our first ever Student President is Anthony Garbett (13E). Anthony is 
studying Spanish, German and ICT and hopes to go on to University to 
study languages, his passion. Anthony is taking principal responsibility for 
academic matters, and has already taken the opportunity to meet with Mrs 
Burdekin on a number of occasions to express the opinions of the students 
he is representing, as well as chairing meetings of the post 16 Student 
Voice committee.  
 

Anthony is being ably assisted by our Vice President Amber Parry (12A). 
Amber is studying Maths, Further Maths, Biology and French and wants to 
continue her studies in Maths in Higher Education. Amber is taking charge 
of social matters, and as well as attending meetings of the Post 16 Social 
Committee has been instrumental in redesigning the Post 16 common 
room, organising sports events and is in talks over a social event for the 
entire sixth form at the end of this academic year.  
 
We are delighted that such strong candidates are leading our student body, 
and we look forward to seeing them demonstrate their commitment, integrity and leadership 
throughout their term of office. Next year‘s elections will be a chance for Post 16 students to 
run for president themselves – what would you change about our school? Now‘s the time to 
start thinking! 
 

Mr Sheppard & Mr Beigel 
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Quasars at Meadowhead 
 
This term of Y13 physicists enjoyed a visiting lecture given by Professor Clive Tadhunter of 
the University of Sheffield. The title of the lecture was ―Quasars and supermassive black 
holes‖, organised to fit perfectly with the A-Level physics optional unit on astrophysics. 
Some of our most able Y11 physicists won the chance to attend the lecture too. 
Meadowhead‘s physicists took the opportunity to ask the professor a variety of astute 
questions regarding the motion of the galaxies in our Local Group, the possible causal 
interrelationship between elliptical and spiral galaxies, and the nature and strength of the 
evidence that our own Milky Way plays host to a central supermassive black hole.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quasars are still a mystery to physicists. 
Quasars are ancient, distant objects which 
give us clues about the early Universe and 
they must surely have a role in explaining 
dark matter and/or dark energy, which are 
the biggest problems of cosmology still 
awaiting solutions. Hopefully the next 
generation of Meadowhead astrophysicists 
will help to find these solutions! 
 

Mr Mason 

Quasar fact box 
 
In the last 25 years, thanks to data from 
the Hubble Space Telescope, 
astrophysicists have settled on the idea 
that every galaxy has a supermassive 
black hole at its centre.  In perhaps 1 in 
10,000 galaxies, matter being sucked 
into the supermassive black hole 
generates massive amounts of 
radiation across the entire 
electromagnetic spectrum – this type of 
galactic nucleus is called a quasar.  

Are you checking your child’s: 
Homework 
Attendance 

Achievements? 
 

You can now do this by logging onto the School‘s Learning Gateway (SLG) 
You should have a parent log in and password 

If not please email slg@meadowhead.sheffield.sch.uk 
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U15 girls Football 

 
This team has enjoyed some good wins 
this season. They managed to get to the 
last 64 in the National Cup competition 
before being knocked out by a team from 
Nottingham.  In the South Yorkshire 
competition the last match, which was a 
quarter final, was a tightly contested game 
with Meadowhead playing some good 
football, but narrowly missing out to Don 
Valley Academy, Doncaster. Unfortunately 
the team lost 3-2 in the last few minutes.  
Well done to all the players involved this 
season. 
 

Miss Dunbar 

Dance Show  
 

Wednesday 15th May 

The theme for this year‘s Dance Show 
extravaganza is Meadowhead‘s 25th 
Anniversary. 

Last years show was a huge success and 
Miss Denton and Mrs Stubbs are working 
tirelessly to go even better. 

The performers are raring to go with 
practices every Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday. This year helping with the 
planning and choreography are 
experienced Post 16 dancers Amber 
Parry, Jayne Mottram and Lucy Hague. 

Free Running  
 
The latest craze to take Meadowhead by 
storm is the all new Free Running Club. 
Students of all ages have been attending 
this adrenaline seeking activity. 
 
Flips, jumps, falls, twists and turns are a 
plenty as pupils take their bodies to the 
max. The club is led by an expert Free 
Running Coach and is only £1 every. 
Monday 3-4pm.  See Mr Clark for more 
information. 

 

South Yorkshire  
Rugby 

 

The following boys have been chosen for 
the South Yorkshire Rugby team this 
season. 
 

Lucas Hunt Brown 9D 
William Booth 9G 

Mitchell O‘Brien 9L 
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I have been doing trampolining for five 
years and have competed in a lot of 
competitions, including three school 
competitions.  The school competition this 
year was nerve wracking for me because I 
was entered as an individual and was 
entered into the Open category for the first 
time!  I enjoyed this competition a lot.  I 
supported others from the school in their 
categories and everyone did really well, 
even though I did not manage a place 
myself. 
 

Robyn Hewson 10L 

Trampolining Success 

This year I was entered as an individual in 
the U15.  Closed category.  I was 
competing against 20 other girls and felt I 
did well scoring an average of 7.5.  I didn‘t 
get in the first 3 places but this did not 
bother me because I really like 
trampolining.  I have competed in lots of 
competitions.  I hope to come back next 
year and will try to win then! 
 

Beth Pearson 10L 

The trampolining competition was really fun.  I really enjoyed it, and so did the other girls 
from Meadowhead.  One of the teams in Y9 came third.  They worked really hard to get 
third place and should be really proud of themselves.  
 
Lisa Sanderson 11A 

At the Sheffield Schools Trampolining Championships on Sunday 3rd March  
the following were successful. 

U12 Girls Novice - City Champion:  
Rachel Martinez 7F 

 
U15 Closed - 2nd place:  

Abbie Sendal 9E 

U12 Girls Novice - 3rd place:  
Rachel Martinez,  

Jenna Ogden & Georgia Machin 

U15 Closed - 3rd place:  
Harriet Hunter, Ellie Day, Abigail Sendal 
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Cross Country 2013 
 
Jonathan Shields Y10 has had another successful cross 
country season dropping only six points in the five race league 
to gain a comfortable victory. The City Championships was 
once again cancelled because of the snow but in the South 
Yorkshire Schools Jonathan finished 3rd and gained selection 
for the English Schools Championships in March where, after 
finishing 11th in the recent English National Cross Country he 
will be hoping to improve on his 20th place from last year.  
Joe Hibbert Y10 finished 5th equal in the league.  This gained 
him selection to represent Sheffield at Barnsley for the SYSAA 
champs where he finished 13th just missing out on a reserve 
spot for the South Yorkshire team for the English Schools 
Championship.  
Rebecca Chambers Y10, 
despite being plagued by 
injuries and only racing in 2 of 
the 5 league events. She scored 
enough points to take 13th place 
in the league.  Becky was 
selected for the Sheffield team 

but injury prevented her from competing. 
Luke Newell Y7 tackling his first cross country season 
improved from eleventh in his first league race to 5th in the 
final three races, giving him 6th in the league, gaining him 
selection for the SYSAA Championships. But the call of 
Kingswood was strong and he was unable to accept the 
invitation. 

 

Mr Adams 

Yorkshire Rugby 
 
I took part in the Yorkshire trials and was rated highly 
by the Yorkshire Scouts.  I was put on the reserve list 
for Yorkshire.  On Sunday March 3rd I was invited to 
play in the Yorkshire Blues v Whites game.  I played a 
full game in the first half as a back and the second 
half in my proper position of openside wing forward. I 
thought I played well as I made all my tackles and 
made a few big runs nearly scoring twice. 
At the end of the game the head coach came to me 
and said I played really well.  He said I would ve play-
ing in the next Yorkshire game on the 17th March at 
Nottingham Paviors RUFC against Notts Lincs 
 
Lee Monks Y12 
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Fitness Suite  
 
The fitness suite continues to be a huge 
hit on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
afternoons after school attracting large 
numbers wanting to improve their Health 
and Fitness. Well done to all who come. 
We will shortly be advertising for a P16 
student to apply to become 
Meadowhead‘s Fitness Instructor. The 
successful applicant will be entered onto a 
Level 1 Gym Instructors Award and will 
run the fitness suite 3-4pm after school. If 
you are the sort of person who would be 
interested in developing your skills in this 
area, please speak Mr Clark or Mr Allen in 
the PE dept. 

BTEC Sport @ Old 
Trafford  

 
Post 16 Sport at Meadowhead is certainly 
getting exciting. In February, Mr Allen and 
Miss Dunbar‘s Y13 BTEC Sport students 
took their studies to Old Trafford, to see 
Manchester United take on Southampton. 
The BTEC course requires students to 
analyse player performance in a sport of 
their choice. Equipped with data sheets all 
had a fantastic time. What better players to 
observe than those of Manchester Utd, the 
2013 Premier League Champions? 

BTEC @ Risk  
 
The Y12 BTEC Sport Students have been 
out and about as part of their Risk in Sport 
module. 
One group spent time at the Climbing 
Works experiencing how a climbing centre 
manages risk. Students then took to the 
walls. 
Another 
group went 
to Sheffield 
Crown Court 
to observe 
live trials 
and  the 
serious 
implications 
of not 
managing 
risks 
correctly. 
 

Staff V Post 16  
½ Termly Challenge  

 
First Strike To P16 As Injuries & 
Excuses Scupper Staff Chances! 
 
It didn‘t start well for the staff when a spate 
of excuses caused disarray in the camp in 
the first Volleyball challenge. It was a 
valiant effort by the staff who at one point 
looked more than comfortable against the 
confident Post 16 challengers. The turning 
point came when Mr Affleck was taken to 
hospital in a shock broken fingernail 
incident. The court missed his bearded 
presence when in their penultimate game, 
6th Form ‗A‘ rose from the jaws of defeat to 
triumph by two points against a bewildered 
staff unit. 
 
6th Form A – won 3, lost 1  
Staff – won 2, lost 2  
6th Form B – won 1, lost 3  
 
Mr Clark 
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Indoor Football  
 
SUPER SMASHING GREAT! Thursday‘s in the Sports Hall plays host to an extravaganza 
of football as Y7‘s and Y8‘s take 5-a-side to a new level. 
 
Up to 50 students battle it out each week to see who can be crowned Meadowhead‘s 
Indoor Football Champions. The pace is fast, the atmosphere electric, as Mr Leesley 
(compere & referee) whips up the teams into a frenzy of excitement. 
 
Mr Clark 

Y7 Boys Football 
 
If you wish to see goals then come and  
see the Y7‘s play. Full of beans captain 
Max Semple commented; ―We love to 
entertain the crowd the Keegan way. Why 
play for 1-0 when we can have a 5-4?‖ 
 
The 5-a-side squad are also through to the 
Sheffield Finals having comfortably topped 
the table in the qualifying rounds against 
City,  Newfield, Springs and Park. 
 
Mr Clark 
 

Y10 Boys Football 
 
The season started very negatively for the 
Y10 team getting knocked out  of both the 
National Cup 6-0 and the Sheffield 
Schools Cup 1-0 within their first three 
games. But the players have since battled 
on and are unbeaten in the league, 
beating Westfield 2-0, Chaucer 4-1 and 
Silverdale 3-1. The Boys are also through 
to the Semi-finals of the South Yorkshire 
cup after a convincing quarter-final win 
over Brinsworth (5-1).  
 
There have been many stand out players 
this year with the team playing some great 
football at times, but a special mention 
has to be given to goalkeeper Tom 
Russell who on many occasions has kept 
the team in games with a string of great 
saves.  
 
The commitment of the lads has been 
fantastic and if they carry on with the high 
standards they have set themselves, there 
is no reason they cannot win both the 
league and the cup. 
 
Mr Hoyland  
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Y9 Boys Football 
 
The Y9 team are still unbeaten in South 
Yorkshire since joining Meadowhead at 
the start of Y7. The team is through to the 
semi final of the Sheffield Cup and have 
still won every league game that they have 
ever played and are playing in the semi 
final of the South Yorkshire Schools Cup in 
the next couple of weeks. 
 
The boys took some time to get over the 
shock of our early exit from the National 
Cup this year. This has been brought to 
the forefront of our minds this week having 
heard the news that one of the teams that 
we beat last year have made the semi 
finals this time around. I know that this 
news will motivate our lads to bounce back 
even stronger next year!!   
 
The team are still well on their way to 
meeting their goal of becoming the first 
ever year group to win the South Yorkshire 
Schools Cup in all 5 consecutive school 
years. They did, however, have to 
overcome a very tricky quarter final at 
Westfield last week. The boys battled hard 
from the start, and had the lion‘s share of 
possession in the second half, hitting the 
bar twice and struggling to beat Westfield‘s 
goalkeeper, who was comfortably the man 
of the match.  
 
Once again there are too many great 
performances to mention them all – if the 
boys maintain their impeccable work ethic 
and their desire to succeed then it should 
be another very successful season. 
Well done boys, keep believing. 
 
Mr Allen 

Y8 Boys Football  
 
The Y8 football team are still unbeaten in 
the league this season. The boys are also 
looking good in the South Yorkshire 
Schools Cup. We play Penistone on the 
15th March in the semi final, where a win 
would see the team reach its second 
successive South Yorkshire cup final, and 
hopefully see us crowned champions once 
again. 
 
We have a massive squad, with 
outstanding strength in depth, this was 
demonstrated in a recent game against 
Chaucer school. I decided to field 11 
players in the first half and a different 11 
players in the second half. Usually this 
would cause upset and potentially disrupt 
the flow of the match, but the boys were 
brilliant all of whom contributed in a 6-0 
win. 

 
The attitude of this team is always brilliant, 
there have been too many great 
performances to name them all. I would 
like to give a quick mention to Adam 
Blackburn who recently made his debut 
with a fantastic and hard working 
performance against Winterhill last month, 
and also to Joseph Newman-Billington for 
sorting the team sheet week in and week 
out; if it wasn‘t for his dedication the 
messages wouldn‘t get round. Well done 
to all the boys, keep up the hard work and 
stick together!! I couldn‘t be more proud of 
your efforts 
 
Mr Allen    
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Our 20 Big Challenge business teams made a flying start in October, with Post 16 student 
entrepreneur Stevan Parkin scooping the top prize of £150 cash investment in his social 
networking online business at the Xtra 1 Awards for the best business ideas. 
 
We were also extremely proud in January when 2 teams won prizes at the Xtra 2 Marketing 
and Media interim competition for the best piece of advertising of their business. Returning 
business Key2Unlock (selling caricature greeting cards, framed pictures and keyrings) 
scooped 3rd prize of £25, and newcomers MultiApp led by Adam Waterhouse were 
extremely pleased to pick up the 2nd prize of £100 for their innovative presentation about 
their Mobile Phone app development business.  
 
It was at this Xtra 2 award presentation ceremony we discovered the location for the overall 
winner‘s prize for 2013 – a 5 day all expenses paid trip to MOSCOW! Wow – now the race 
was on as everyone felt re-enthused following the post Christmas lull in sales to make the 
most of the last few weeks and sell sell sell! 
  
Once again Meadowhead stood out for the school submitting the greatest number of final 
business reports in the city with a fantastic 12 teams completing the 6months and 
submitting 10 page business reports to try to convince the judges that they are worthy 
winners for their efforts of running a small successful business on a start-up loan of just £25. 
 
Over 120 teams citywide submitted final reports, and just 18 teams (including a fantastic 4 
teams from Meadowhead) were shortlisted for the overall prizes in March and had to 
present to a Dragons‘ Den panel of external judges at Creative Sheffield on March 13

th
. 

These were – Multiapp & Garden Delights (KS3), Key2unlock (KS4), and Parkinc (KS5). In 
addition, several teams were nominated for the following special prizes: 
Key2unlock – Best Returning Business 
MultiApp – Sports Themed Award 
Crafty Crew, Garden Delights, Greenbeans, Ripplefx – Made in Sheffield 
Multi App, Garden Delights, Parkinc, Key2Unlock – Best Customer Service 
   
I would like to congratulate all teams for their efforts this year. You have come a long way 
and no doubt learnt a lot about entrepreneurship and how to run a business in the process. 
You have represented Meadowhead extremely well in this citywide competition and well 
done to all teams who made it to the end and submitted reports. These are:  
 
Y8: Print Charming, Dapper Wrapperz 
Y9: MultiApp, RippleFX, Garden Delights, Emotishirts 
Y10 : Key2unlock, Greenbeans, Crafty Crew, Paperchains, Personal Prints 
Y13: Parkinc 
 
At the time of going to print we are still awaiting the results of the judging panel and will 
reveal all in the next edition. Fingers crossed for Meadowhead teams at the black tie awards 
ceremony at the Holiday Inn at the end of March! 
Mrs Silverwood 
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Blood Brothers Trip – January 2013 
 
 
On January 23rd and 24th, over two hundred students visited the 
Lyceum in Sheffield City Centre to watch the touring production 
of the musical Blood Brothers. The long-running production is a 
key drama text for GCSE English Literature and students learn a 
great deal from seeing the play in performance. Despite the 
absence of ―star‖ Marti Pellow due to illness, students 
commented that they found the production incredibly enjoyable, 
funny and moving.   
 
Thank you to all the staff who supported the event and 
congratulations to the students,  some of whom were visiting a 
theatre for the first time  -  whose behaviour was excellent.  
 

Mr Sheppard 

Norton Digital Media Centre 
In the Community, for the community 

 
Norton Digital Media Centre (DMC) is a new 
free facility, funded by the European Regional 
Development Fund through the Sheffield 
Community Network, offering practical help 
and support to the communities of Lowedges, 
Batemoor and Jordanthorpe to develop 
business ideas and improve skills in web 
design, graphic design, video production and 
audio production. 
 
Based at Norton College on Dyche Lane, the DMC provides free access to industry 
standard creative software, technical guidance and business mentoring to help turn creative 
ideas into sustainable businesses. 
 
The DMC also offers free graphic design workshops, which cover: 
 
Adobe Photoshop (Manipulate and edit photos and digital images) 
Abobe Illustrator (Design logos, cartoons and create vector images) 
Adobe InDesign (Design page layouts and leaflets using text and images) 
 
The workshops take place every Saturday morning from 10am-12pm and are  
basic taster sessions so ideally suited for beginners. Other workshop times are available on 
request, subject to demand. 
 
For further information, and to book onto a workshop, please visit: 
 
www.nortoncreative.org/DMC 
Telephone: (0114) 260 2325  
Email: nortonDMC@sheffcol.ac.uk  
 
Or pop in to see how the DMC can help you, no appointment necessary. 

http://www.nortoncreative.org/DMC
mailto:nortonDMC@sheffcol.ac.uk
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Boot Sale 

 
The Home & School Association are organising a Boot Sale 
in the summer so start clearing out your loft and garage and 
cupboards! 
 
The Boot Sale will be held on Saturday 15 June at 10.00am 
and will be strictly for private sellers - no traders will be al-
lowed - with a cost of £7 per car. 
 
Further details will be sent to parents at the end of April.  If 
you would like to book a pitch, please contact Mrs Bowker at 
the school. 

Christmas Raffle 
 

A big thank you to students, parents, staff and members of our community who bought 
raffle tickets this year for the Home & School Association Christmas Raffle.  A total of £893 
was raised.  This money is used to recognise the achievement of all students in school and 
supports the Phoenix Awards and the GCSE Presentation of Certificates at the Octagon. 
 
The winners of the raffle were: 
 

1st Prize £100 Meadowhall Vouchers Mrs B Phillipson 
2nd Prize £75 Meadowhall Vouchers Francesca Smith, 9B 

3rd Prize £50 Meadowhall Vouchers Mr C Bayliss 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mrs Bowker 

I was delighted when I got the phone call 
from Mrs Bowker to say I had won £75 of 
Meadowhall vouchers from the Christmas 
raffle.  I had a trip to Meadowhall the nest 
weekend to buy myself some Vans and a 
Hollister top as an early Christmas present.  
It was a great prize. 
 
Francesca Smith 9B 
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GOING on holiday this year?   
Want to speak the native language?  

 
Then come and join Meadowhead Language College on April 18th for 6 weeks and try our 
popular Holiday Tasters classes in French, Spanish, Italian and Greek. These courses will 
arm you with the essential language skills for holidays abroad. Topics covered include: 
basic greetings, food & drink, numbers, telling the time, travel arrangements, asking for 
directions, shopping and prices. 
Family groups are also welcome and to encourage this, one free child‘s place (minimum 
age 10 years) is offered with every paying adult! 
Fancy a NEW interactive & fun computer course to learn a language at YOUR own 
pace? 
We are offering a special 6 week interactive computer based course to teach your self the 
basics from a choice of 19 languages in our state of the art language lab! Choose from: 
Arabic, Chinese, Dutch, English, French, German, Greek, Italian, Japanese, 
Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese, Punjabi, Russian, Spanish, Swedish, Thai, Turkish 
and Urdu. 
 
Places for all courses are limited so don‘t delay and call to enrol today!  
 
Location:  Meadowhead School, Dyche Lane, Sheffield, S8 8BR 
When: Thursday evening from 7.00pm until 8.30pm. 
Cost:  £30 for Holiday courses / £20 for computer course 
Contact: Sue Beres – 0114 237 2723 ext 300 
Email: languagecollege@meadowhead.sheffield.sch.uk 

Euroclub Returns! 
 
Euroclub is an after school club exclusively 
for Y7s. For the past few weeks we have 
been meeting every other Tuesday in L03 
between 2.45 and 3.30 to learn more about 
European countries and traditions. We look 
at a variety of topic including sports, food 
and drink and famous cities as well as 
practising our language skills. The Foreign 
Language Assistants will be coming along 
to tell us about life in their countries. If you 
are in Y7 and are interested in joining 
Euroclub then come and see Mr Jones in 
L03 to get a letter. 
 

Mr Jones 
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Curriculum Update March 2013  
 
Background 
It has become clear due to the changes by the government in terms of vocational and GCSE qualifications 
that we need to look very closely at out curriculum provision so that it continues to meet the needs of all 
students in terms of their curriculum pathways and outcomes/progress. Our new Head of Year structure from 
September 2012 onwards places emphasis on a two-year Key Stage 3 (KS3) model (Y7 & Y8) and a three-
year Key Stage 4 (KS4) model (Y9, Y10 & Y11). Also within the government‘s changes to vocational 
qualifications and their equivalence and size to GCSEs, they have gone for a nominal size of 120 guided 
learning hours (GLH) to be the measure to equate to a GCSE. This is equivalent to a course being offered 
for a minimum of 2-hours a week in Y10 and Y11.  
 
In order to enhance our core value themes of ambition, attainment, achievement and progression routes for 
all students to Post-16 and beyond, we are planning for the current Y7 students to choose their KS4 
options during Y8 (Spring term 2014), with  a view that they would then start their KS4 studies when they 
would become Y9 from  September 2014 onwards. This proposed curriculum change has been discussed 
with Curriculum and Subject Leaders, Governors at the Curriculum Sub-Committee and the Y7 forms 
representatives already and the overall response has been positive in terms of personalising the curriculum 
for all students whilst also improving their outcomes and progression routes Post-16 and beyond. This 
fundamental change as to how we structure and implement the KS3 and KS4 curriculum within Meadowhead 
School has the potential to drive the school forward in terms of becoming truly outstanding in all aspects.  
 
Curriculum Proposal 
Set up a two-year KS3 model and a three-year KS4 model for all subjects. 
Two-year KS3 model to start for the current Y7 students – these students choose their courses in Y8 (2013
-2014) and then study their KS4 courses from September 2014 onwards. 
Within the three-year KS4 model from 2014 onwards, students will complete their courses over a maximum 
of three years in order to attain the highest possible grades and progress. 
 
Advantages 
A three-year KS4 programme across the school will allow appropriate students to access academic / 
vocational courses within a bigger timeframe and hence allow greater freedoms to personalise learning.  
The whole focus for Y9 from 2014-2015 (current Y7 students) onwards will be on their KS4 courses. This 
will mean that the GCSE or equivalent grades can be used across the school in terms of tracking progress 
etc. 
A tighter focus will be generated for Y8 students for the academic year 2013-2014 (current Y7 students) 
with an emphasis on ambition, attainment, achievement and progression routes for all students to Post-16 
and beyond. 
External existing evidence suggests that students who choose their ‗options‘ early in Y8  would be more 
motivated and their sense of relevance and purpose would be enhanced. It also suggests that learners really 
begin to focus due to the influence of GCSE or equivalent qualifications.  
Some of the other high achieving schools within Sheffield already implement a system where students 
choose some of their ‗options‘ in Y8 to then start in Y9. Their current data shows that students on these 
pathways are performing well. This is also true nationally for those schools who have adopted this curriculum 
model already. 
Students would be guided through this process to ensure that flexibility was possible once choices had been 
made and especially within the first term of studying their new KS4 courses from September 2014 onwards 
in Y9. Indeed many faculties are planning for a skills based introduction within the first half-term of Y9 so that 
movement across courses can happen easily for appropriate students. 
 
Further details are provided on the school website. 
 
 
More information will follow in due course in terms of all the different courses available. If you would like any 
further information on this curriculum proposal sooner, please get in touch with myself at Meadowhead 
School. 
 
M. Raju 
Deputy Headteacher 
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Half a battalion, approximately 240 intrepid 
Y7 students undertook the Kingswood 
experience in February of this year. Friday 
through Sunday lunchtime this little army 
climbed, drove, swung, glided, jumped, 
tunnelled, spun, orienteered, abseiled, 
water bombed, danced, performed, ate, 
slept, got up and then did it all over again. 

Now, let‘s get it straight. No other school 
does it like Meadowhead. You don‘t have 
the numbers for a start. You don‘t have the 
sheer bare faced bravado to undertake this 
sort of venture without visibly balking at the 
thought of thirty little boys and girls zipping 
down a wire one after the other, whilst at 
the same time an equivalent amount are 
somewhere in a maze of tunnels 
underneath the Staffordshire earth busily 
trying to follow Mr Ferrigon in pitch 
darkness towards a distant exit. That‘s not 
an easy thing to do. If you  think about it. 
 

You‘ve got to look mighty hard at a little girl 
with a massive safety helmet on her head 
and look on with awe and wonder as she 
manoeuvres her machine through a tricky 
chicane, bounces off a castle of behemoth 
tyres, not one but twice, and then 
courteously enquire of the bemused 

instructor ―how do you make this thing go 
faster?‖ 
A little boy with a safety harness bigger 
than his torso nonchalantly examines the 
space beneath him as he contemplates his 
impending leap across the zip wire. From 
the ground about thirty feet below you have 
to strain to make out his frame on top of the 
launch platform. He lets himself go, no 
pushing or cajoling mind, and flies across 
the skyline holding his legs together the 
way the professionals do it. When he hits 
the top of his acceleration he looks down 
and waits until the wire returns him to the 
drop area. He unhitches his harness with 
practiced ease and gently is lowered to the 
ground. His mates cheer and chant his 
name. The smile says it all. No words are 
necessary. 
Two moments in a weekend of moments. 

Two experiences that merely provide a 
miserly glimpse of what Kingswood has on 
offer. Yes it‘s cold. Yes it‘s challenging. Yes 
it‘s sometimes frightening – have you ever 
seen an eleven year old boy trapped in a 
cover he was trying to put on his duvet?  
But overall an experience that gives your 
children the opportunity to find out a little bit 
more about themselves and appreciate just 
what they are capable of achieving. It‘s not 
every eleven year old that can throw 
themselves off a thirty foot platform and 
have their name chanted with heartfelt 
respect and admiration. 
And a final word for the organizer of this 
enterprise. I swear Mrs Christie missed her 
true vocation. The woman should have 
been the first female general in the British 
Army. No general I know has the 
organizational skills to pull off such a caper. 
And certainly no other teacher.  
See you next year. Maybe. 
 
Mr McKeown 
 

 

The Kingswood Experience 
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CMJcc 
Chatsworth Meadowhead Jubilee charity challenge 

This year to celebrate Meadowhead‘s Jubilee 
of 25 years, you can choose to either walk, 
cycle or run from Chatsworth to 
Meadowhead to raise  money for charity. 
 
The date is Saturday 27

th
 of April.  

 

 
The 12.5 mile walk will start at 
Chatsworth House main car 
park at 10:00am. It will take in 
the local areas of Baslow, 
Wellingtons Monument, 
Cartledge and Cowley as it 
follows footpaths through 
Derbyshire and South 
Yorkshire. 

This is a community event, so staff,  
students with their parents, Home  & School 
Association  and Post 16 students are all 
invited and will be finishing at Meadowhead 
School at 4.00pm.  
 
Your involvement will undoubtedly make 
this event a success.  
 
Mr Sockett  

If you would like to take part, please email: enquiries@meadowhead.sheffield.sch.uk 


